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Dear Family and Friends of Our 

Savior's Lutheran Church, 

 

We've all heard the saying, or even 

said it ourselves to another, while 

in the midst of our own impatience, "Don't just stand 

there - DO something!"  This saying implies that there 

is much to be done, and that someone else is not doing 

enough.  It implies that there is something of urgency 

happening and someone else doesn't seem to sense it.  

It implies that standing around is not helpful and that 

doing something of worth or value can make a         

difference in the moment. 

These implications sound true for the season of Advent 

as well - sort of.  

 As we approach Advent on November 29, and as the 

theme of this issue of The Stream indicates, we'll begin 

thinking about the four "P's" of Advent: Patience, 

Promise, Preparation & Prayer. Throughout Advent, 

at our mid-week Wednesday worship services, we'll 

explore each of the four P's and how they help us in 

understanding the implications of Advent. 

Each of these four "P's" - Patience, Promise, Prepara-

tion & Prayer, are ways that we can respond to what 

Advent calls us to do. That call includes the reverse of 

what the phrase, "Don't just stand there - DO         

something!"   implies. While there is much to be done, 

Advent doesn't call us to DO enough, or to DO more - 

it calls us to, in patience and prayer, reflect on what 

needs to be done as we prepare for the promise of the 

Christ Child that comes again into our world. While 

understanding the urgency of Christ's coming (and  

potential immediacy), Advent calls us again to         

understand and believe the promise, and that it could 

come at any time - so be ready. While the Christmas 

season is a busy time of year, and there is much to be 

done, Advent calls us to slow down, to pause, to      

reflect. Contrary to what the world proclaims, this is 

something of worth, of value, and makes an incredible 

difference in how we experience the birth of Christ. 

Throughout this issue of The Stream you'll read others’ 

perspectives on the four "P's" and how they help them 

in understanding life in the midst of Advent's calling.  

Be sure to read the full description and schedule of our 

Advent mid-week worship opportunities listed below. 

So, take the "Advent Challenge" this year and be     

patient, anticipate the promise, prepare for the arrival 

and fulfillment of that promise and pray for your    

readiness when it arrives. 

Perhaps the more appropriate saying we could use,   

especially this Advent season, would be this: 

"  Don't just DO something - STAND there." 

Grace and peace to you and yours! 

 

 By:  Lead Pastor, Dale Stiles 

First Word 

 

*See page 12 for a detailed description of each opportunity. 

Patience* - Psalm 13 

Wednesday, December 2 

Promise* - Isaiah 9 

Wednesday, December 9 

Preparation* - Luke 3:7-18 

Wednesday, December 16 

Prayer* - Luke 1:39-55 

Wednesday, December 23 

Services will be provided on  

Wednesdays in Advent at  

11:30 am and 5:30 pm 

A soup lunch at 12:00 pm and      

supper at 5:00 pm will be served. 

Communion will be available. All 

Wednesday services will include the 

Holden Evening Vespers liturgy.  No 

worship services or lunch on          

December 23. Instead, from           

4:00 - 6:00pm all ages can explore 

Advent prayer through quiet spaces 

and activities.  



 

The birth   

narrative in 

the first chapter of Luke is full of 

big announcements from angels, a 

baby for the elderly couple       

Elizabeth and Zechariah, and the 

invitation to become the mother of 

the Messiah for Mary. However, 

there is also a sense of quiet in all 

of this as Zechariah is struck mute 

for not believing Gabriel,          

Elizabeth has five months of      

seclusion, and Mary leaves home 

for three months. They all need 

time to process the wonderful 

news they have received and     

reflect on the incredible gift that 

God has given.  

 

I believe we also need that time of 

reflection in our modern-day     

Advent reflection. If your life is 

anything like mine during         

November and December, silence 

is hard to come by. Despite my 

best intentions, it seems as though 

my calendar explodes with 

travel, gatherings, concerts, and 

shopping excursions. I do my 

best to stay mindful of the     

reason behind all of the        

activity, but finding time to be 

quiet and prayerful in the midst 

of the busyness can be difficult 

to find.  

 

On Wednesday, December 23, 

from 4:00-6:00 pm, we will 

make space for you to have 

some Christmas quiet.  In place 

of our regular Wednesday    

programming, we will have a 

time of Christmas prayer,    

communion, and quiet          

activities that will be suitable 

for all ages. Come and go as 

your schedule permits, take 

time to wonder in the miracle 

like Elizabeth, or give thanks 

like Mary. Prepare your hearts 

and minds for the joyous      

celebration of Christmas! 

Faith Formation: Children Youth & Family 

Advent Prayer 
By: Minister of Faith Formation,  

Pastor Dawn Alitz 
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In those days Mary set out and went with haste to 

a Judean town in the hill country, where she  

entered the house of Zechariah and greeted  

Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's  

greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And  

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and  

exclaimed with a loud cry, "  Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I 

heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 

womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who  

believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 

was spoken to her by the Lord." 

And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 

looked with favor on the lowliness of his  

servant. Surely, from now on all generations will 

call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done 

great things for me, and holy is his name. His 

mercy is for those who fear him from generation 

to generation. He has shown strength with his 

arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts. He has brought down the  

powerful from their thrones, 

 and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry 

with good things, and sent the rich away  

empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in  

remembrance of his mercy, according to the 

promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham 

and to his descendants forever." 

Luke 1: 39-55 

Thank you for an incredible fall of adult faith formation!  
 
We hoped that having an hour devoted to learning for all ages would be inviting, and the response has been 
beautiful to see. Many adults have gathered each week to learn about God, faith in daily life, and each other. 
On page 10 of this edition of The Stream you will find the new line-up of  topics and speakers through  
February. Some weeks topics are yet to be determined. If you have other topics that you would be interested 
in seeing, or presenting, talk with Pastor Dawn or Pastor Dale.  

 



 

Christmas cards 

mailed…check, 

Christmas  

presents bought 

and wrapped…

check, Christmas tree cut and  

decorated…check, Christmas cookies 

made and delivered check, food 

bought and Christmas dinner made…

check, holiday clothes bought…

check, go to Christmas Eve service at 

church…check. 

For many of us this is what our  

preparation for December 25th looks 

like. We make our lists and check 

them twice but is Christ part of the 

preparation? Unfortunately, I am a lot 

like Martha in Luke chapter 10. I am 

distracted with all the preparation of 

Christmas and too busy to take time to 

sit at the feet of Jesus, like Mary did. I 

miss out on the joy of taking it all in 

and being blessed by His coming. I 

give into the pressure society has put 

on us to shop to find the perfect  

present (sometimes at 6 am on Black 

Friday) or have the most unique 

Christmas card sent out the day after 

Thanksgiving. I have been thinking a 

lot about how Christmas can be  

different this year. The hustle and 

bustle stresses me out and by  

December 26th I am exhausted and 

feel a little let down.  

My favorite Christmas movie is How 

The Grinch Stole Christmas. The  

people of Whoville have prepared for 

Christmas. The Grinch sneaks in and 

steals all of the “things” that make 

Christmas including the Roast Beast! 

He is surprised on Christmas  

morning, when all the Whos in  

Whoville are still joyous and singing. 

Something changes within the Grinch 

and he puzzles for a moment until it 

dawns upon him that perhaps  

Christmas is more than presents and 

feasting: "Maybe Christmas, he 

thought, means a little bit more." His 

heart grows three sizes and he returns 

everything and joins the Whos in their 

celebration. 

I wonder how all of our hearts and 

minds may be changed if we care less 

about the check lists and more about 

focusing on Jesus, and what that 

means for us at Christmas and 

throughout the year. God gave us the 

best gift of all in the birth of Jesus. I 

hope as we prepare for Christmas this 

year we can all take time to reflect on 

this great gift. I hope we can share the 

Good News with others through our 

actions and our words. Let’s all make 

this Christmas about loving others and 

sharing the news of this great gift with 

them!  
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Now as they went on their way, he 

entered a certain village, where a 

woman named Martha welcomed him 

into her home. She had a sister named 

Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and 

listened to what he was saying. But 

Martha was distracted by her many 

tasks; so she came to him and asked, "  

Lord, do you not care that my sister 

has left me to do all the work by  

myself? Tell her then to help me."  But 

the Lord answered her, "  Martha, 

Martha, you are worried and  

distracted by many things; there is 

need of only one thing. Mary has  

chosen the better part, which will not 

be taken away from her”  

Luke 10: 38-42 

Is Jesus On Your Christmas Checklist? 
By: Preschool Coordinator,               

Darla Goble 

Children Youth & Family (cont.) 

January 16th  
10-11:30am 
 

All children ages birth through Kindergarten, 
their parents, and Godparents are invited to 
celebrate baptism. If you haven't been bap-
tized, come and learn more! This is a great op-
portunity to have fun, learn more about bap-
tism, and be in community with your church 
family.  

  
 

Families with 2 year 

olds please join us 

Sunday, April 24 

during the 9:15 

Faith Formation 

time. Please RSVP 

to Darla Goble if 

you are planning to 

attend. Thank you!  



 This year we will be 

learning about Advent 

each week of  

December. The third 

week of Advent we will 

discuss Preparation. 

The text we will be 

learning about is from 

Luke 3:7-18. In this text 

John the Baptist  

encourages each of us 

to prepare for Christ by 

giving what we have, 

sharing what we can 

and by taking  

responsibility for our 

own behavior. As I  

read this text, I thought 

of all the different ways 

this is happening at  

Our Saviors. 
 

We are busy preparing 

for the Christmas  

program, we have a 

volunteer write a new 

play each season. We 

have volunteers direct, 

teach, donate their time 

musically, and we have 

parents who make sure 

their children can be 

here each week to teach 

and tell the Christmas 

story each year. It never 

gets old because each 

year people find new 

ways to contribute, give 

and share their gifts and 

talents with the  

congregation. We have 

volunteers each week in 

the Faith Formation 

program teaching the 

Christmas story and 

sharing their time and 

talents with one  

another. It always 

makes me happy to 

share this with the  

community every year. 
 

After awhile we may 

need to stop and think, 

how is all this going to 

work this year? You 

look at your schedule 

and think is this really 

necessary? Or is this 

what God expects from 

us? This year the  

message is clear, John 

the Baptist asks us all to 

bring Christ into our 

lives again and to  

prepare. Yes, we really 

can make this all  

special again by giving 

and sharing and by 

reaching out to others. 

It is what makes Advent 

such a unique time of 

year at Our Savior’s 

Lutheran Church. It 

takes each of us to  

prepare for Advent and 

that is why this time is 

so wonderful.  

By: Elementary Coordinator,        

Jane Welsh 
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Preparation! 

John said to the crowds that came out 

to be baptized by him, "You brood of  

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of 

repentance. Do not begin to say to  

yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our 

ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from 

these stones to raise up children to  

Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the 

root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire." 
10And the crowds asked him, "What then 

should we do?" 11In reply he said to them, 

"Whoever has two coats must share with 

anyone who has none; and whoever has 

food must do likewise." 12Even tax  

collectors came to be baptized, and they 

asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?" 
13He said to them, "Collect no more than 

the amount prescribed for you." 14Soldiers 

also asked him, "And we, what should we 

do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money 

from anyone by threats or false  

accusation, and be satisfied with your 

wages." 
15As the people were filled with  

expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he 

might be the Messiah, 16John answered all 

of them by saying, "I baptize you with  

water; but one who is more powerful than 

I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His  

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat 

into his granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire." 
18So, with many other exhortations, he 

proclaimed the good news to the people.  

Luke 3:7-18 

 

 
Our Children’s Christmas Program will take place December 13th during the 

10:30 am service time in the CLC with a reception to follow! If your child would 
like to participate in the choir, please make sure they attend Faith Formation 

each Sunday. For more information please visit our website.  



 

Children Youth & Family (cont.) 
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By: Youth and Family Director, Chad Larson 

 One of the first 

things that I  

noticed when my 

daughter was born 

5 years ago was how incredibly  

innocent she was. There was nothing 

about her that was faulty in any way. 

As far as I was concerned she was  

perfect! Now we all know that it stays 

that way until they are teenagers  

correct? Haha, yeah right! Don’t get 

me wrong, I love my daughter with all 

my heart but things have changed a bit 

when it comes to my opinion of her 

innocence. Lately, my wife and I have 

been struggling with her  

behavior. She is the type of kid who 

needs to be entertained by something 

in every second of her life. She truly 

has the idea of living every moment of 

her life to the fullest. Wonderful, 

right? Yes, until that involves her  

doing something she knows she is not 

supposed to do! We have caught her 

lying, testing boundaries, and there is 

even the occasional yell! What  

happened to her innocence? Where  

did it go? I want it back! 
 

 I often wonder if God feels this way 

for us as He observes our choices in 

life. If we read the Old Testament, we 

see that God didn’t particularly enjoy 

seeing his children making bad  

choices. He made that well known in 

many instances. It is very clear that 

God wanted His people to know what 

He expected. But time after time they 

screwed up as we do in our own lives. 

Then in the New Testament, we see a 

sacrifice on God’s behalf that shows 

that there is nothing He wouldn’t do to 

be with us. The one thing we have to 

understand when it comes to our faith 

is that we have a God of unbroken 

promises. God promises to be with us 

no matter where we go or what we do. 

There is nothing that can separate us 

from this unconditional love.  Even 

though we lie, cheat, judge, hurt others 

and ourselves, struggle with addiction, 

and do things we know we aren’t  

supposed to do, God still loves and 

pursues us constantly. Even to the 

point of sacrificing a piece of Himself 

in Christ through his death. What can 

we do with this? Well… we can  

understand and know that God has 

clearly shown us that death is not the 

end and that His love is eternal.  As 

for my parenting struggles… that is 

still a work in progress. 

A Child’s Transition 

 
Jr. High and High School Students: Our annual Winter Wipeout weekend 
at Camp Shamineau will be coming up January 15-17! This is a fun filled 
weekend that you wont want to miss! Make sure to watch the youth 
board along with the weekly Eblast for sign-up and more information. If 
you have any questions, feel free to contact Chad Larson or Kristi Hanson. 



Worship & Musical Notes 
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The Promise: Salvation 
 

 

Looking forward to the  

second week of Advent, our 

theme is Promise. Take a look 

at Isaiah 9, in particular the 

second half of the chapter. It 

is a rather gruesome scene of 

what is to come from God, 

angry that His people will not 

listen to Him.  

However, that isn’t the only 

promise Isaiah declares.  

Going back to the first seven 

verses of the chapter, we read 

of God’s promise to “break 

the yoke of slavery” by  

sending a new ruler.  

On Sunday, December 6, you 

are invited to hear and sing 

the story “Salvation is  

Created.” Presented by  

Kingdom Choir and the 

OSLC Orchestra, we will  

explore through Scripture and 

song how the birth of Jesus 

signals the beginning of our 

redemption story. The word 

“beginning” is the key. We 

know that God’s promise has 

been fulfilled through the life, 

death and resurrection of  

Jesus, yet we do not realize 

the entirety of the promise 

while we are on Earth.  

We can live lives of joy as we 

keep in mind God’s  

fulfillment of His promise: 

imagine the wonder and the 

thrill of those first moments in 

heaven before the realization 

sinks in that it will never end. 

And it all begins with the first 

step of the promise: a child is 

born. 

By: Kingdom Choir Director,  

Michael Bloem  

 

4 “P’s” in Worship  

 

 
 

Promise: A New Beginning for  OSLC  

Hospitality Ministers! 

(Otherwise known as Greeters and Ushers) 

 

“Our shared pattern for communion begins 

with gathering.  The Holy Spirit calls diverse 

individuals together from different places to 

become one worshiping assembly.  The 

Gathering section begins as soon as people 

arrive to worship.  Although much of what 

happens is the same from Sunday to Sunday, 

each gathering will be somewhat different 

from all others.  It is the particular role of the 

ushers and greeters, ministers of hospitality, 

to welcome people as they gather for worship 

and to guide people as they gather,  proclaim, 

feast, and prepare to be sent out again.” 
(Leading Worship Matters:  A Sourcebook for  

Preparing Worship Leaders.  Multiple contributors.  

Augsburg Fortress, 2013, 111) 

 

Patience: It will be helpful as a new  

combined Greeter/Usher Ministry led by Don 

and Charlotte Schuld is developed 

 

Preparation: Emergency Preparedness will 

be mentored by Parish Nurse Becky Hulden 

and Bayport Firefighter/Emergency Medical 

Responder Ray Valley.   

 

Prayer: Please pray for  OSLC Worship 

Ministry Volunteers and Leaders! 

 

Altar Guild – Mary Artig 

Communion Servers – Leader needed! 

Greeters and Ushers – Don and  

 Charlotte Schuld 

Readers – Sheri Prigge 
 

By: Worship Coordinator and  

Organist, Jane Gay 

The people did not turn to him who 

struck them, 

 or seek the LORD of hosts. 

 14So the LORD cut off from Israel 

head and tail, 

 palm branch and reed in one day; 

 15elders and dignitaries are the 

head, 

 and prophets who teach lies are 

the tail; 

 16for those who led this people led 

them astray, 

 and those who were led by them 

were left in confusion. 

 17That is why the LORD did not 

have pity on their young people, 

 or compassion on their orphans 

and widows; 

 for everyone was godless and an 

evildoer, 

 and every mouth spoke folly. 

 For all this his anger has not 

turned away; 

 his hand is stretched out still. 

 18For wickedness burned like a 

fire, 

 consuming briers and thorns; 

 it kindled the thickets of the forest, 

 and they swirled upward in a  

column of smoke. 

 19Through the wrath of the LORD 

of hosts 

 the land was burned, 

 and the people became like fuel for 

the fire; 

 no one spared another. 

 20They gorged on the right, but still 

were hungry, 

 and they devoured on the left, but 

were not satisfied; 

 they devoured the flesh of their 

own kindred;  

 21Manasseh devoured Ephraim, 

and Ephraim Manasseh, 

 and together they were against 

Judah. 

 For all this his anger has not 

turned away; 

 his hand is stretched out still.  

Isaiah 9:13-21 



Winter Feature: Patience, 
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     Prayer has always been a large part 

of my life. I pray to God almost every 

day for a good 5 to 10 minutes. Most 

often I am just telling God how my 

day was; I treat God as if He were my 

friend so it isn’t as intimidating. This 

year I fell away from God; I never 

wanted this to happen. I tried so hard 

to put myself back on the right path of 

praying everyday I just couldn’t do it. 

I didn’t talk to God for about 2 

months, and then I went to the ELCA 

Youth Gathering and Camp Wapo. 

This is when I began focusing on God 

and opening back up to him. These 

two experiences made me realize I 

missed God, so I began to focus on 

what God’s plan was for me through 

prayer. This changed my whole view 

on life; instead of looking for the  

negative, I began to look for the gifts 

God gave everyone and the beauty of 

the world. I turn to God in prayer 

when I am full of negativity or when 

something really tragic happens in my 

life. I ask for His help a lot, especially 

when I am down, He is always right 

there. When I am down or discour-

aged I ask God through prayer to 

bring happiness back. Every time I 

prayed to Him I felt as if He was sit-

ting right next to me, looking at me in 

the eyes, and  

listening intently like I am the only 

one in the world. God put me back in 

the right mindset, which is similar to 

how He can prepare us for the  

preparations of the coming of Christ. 

Every year I get so caught up in 

Christmas and the presents, but if I 

pray to Him, He will help me  

remember what this time is really 

about: Jesus.  He will put me on the 

right path, by helping me remember to 

take time out of my day and reminisce 

about all the things Jesus did for the 

Christian religion/community.  

“I treat God as my 

friend so it isn't as  

intimidating.” 

By: Gina Lambert 

Volunteering at OSLC’s Harvest Festival 

Service day in Detroit, MI  

10th Grade Confirmation Retreat 

ELCA Youth Gathering arrival 



Promise, Preparation & Prayer 
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“I can’t wait for Christmas!” is what I 

have heard over the years from my  

students at school and Sunday School. 

As an Elementary teacher, I generally 

will ask why. Typically most will  

respond, “to open my presents.” Some 

will say, “so I can see my  

grandparents” or other family.  

Surprisingly to me, I have had a couple 

students say “ to celebrate Jesus’  

birthday.”  

When I have had 

these conversations 

with students, it 

reminds me of 

when I was a child. 

I too, would say “I 

can’t wait for 

Christmas.” My 

sister and I would 

count down the 

days to Christmas on our Advent  

Calendar we had. As we got to day 20 

we could hardly contain ourselves, by 

wondering what Santa would bring for 

us, or what would be under the tree for 

us when we got to our Grandparents’ 

house. We both had to learn over the 

years to be patient. 

Growing up my patience definitely was 

tested during the Advent season, since 

my dad was the Lutheran pastor for a 

two-point parish, and my mom sang in 

the church choir. My sister and I had to 

attend several church services -  

Sundays and Wednesdays; take part in 

two Sunday School Christmas  

programs, and then there were the  

invites to peoples homes for Christmas 

parties or dinners. My sister and I did 

enjoy most of these things, but truly we 

still could not wait for Christmas Day.  

Now as Christmas Eve came, we still 

had to attend two services, and  

Christmas morning we had to attend 

one. Oh, the agony of having to wait to 

open presents. Well, one would think 

that after the Christmas morning  

service we could begin our own family 

Christmas celebration. Not quite yet, 

because we had to get into our station 

wagon and drive for over five hours to 

my grandparents’ house. We would 

continually ask “Are we there yet?” 

My parents would keep telling us to 

read our books, 

play with our 

dolls, or sing 

along with our 

cassette tapes.  

Once we got there, we gathered around 

the dining room table for dinner. I 

don’t know why my sister and I would 

gobble up our mashed potatoes and 

gravy so fast, along with all the other 

fixings. We still had to be patient for 

our parents and grandparents to finish 

the dishes before we could gather 

around the tree. I do have to admit we 

would ask, “Is it time yet?” or “Are 

you almost done?”  

Finally, the dishes were done and it 

was time to gather around the tree with 

my family. Just as my sister and I 

thought we could pass out gifts, my 

Grandma would get out the Christmas 

song sheets. Everyone had to pick one 

Christmas carol they would like to sing 

off the sheet. As we sang the songs we 

would reflect on the true gift of  

Christmas, and sometimes we even  

acted out the Christmas story. Even 

though we may have sighed, when 

Grandma first pulled out the song 

sheets, I know over the years this is 

what I looked forward to the most. 

However, after we sang about ten 

songs, we were very excited to open 

our presents.  

Now, as a parent, I have had my two 

sons learn the virtue of patience by 

continuing these Christmas traditions. 

They may not have had to attend as 

many church services as I 

did, but they have learned 

about the anticipation of  

Advent Season, as well as to 

be patient with singing the 

songs at their grandparent’s 

house on Christmas Day.  

As you approach this Advent 

Season, may you learn to be 

patient for one of the greatest 

gifts you will be given this 

Christmas. I hope as you  

attend the services and sing 

Christmas carols you are  

reminded of this great gift.  I 

know for me I love to sing the carols, 

“The First Noel,” and “Silent Night.” 

But I think the third verse from “Oh, 

Little Town of Bethlehem,” sums it up 

the best. This I leave with you to  

reflect on: 
 

“How silently, how silently, 

The wondrous Gift is giv'n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of His heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming, 

But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive  

Him still, 

The dear Christ enters in.” 
    

By: Jenifer Johnson 

Jen and her sister 

on Christmas Day  

Jen’s Family acting out the Christmas Story  
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–  

Date Track One – Exploring Faith Track Two – Faithful Living 
January 10 Preliminary 2016 Congregational Budget Meeting—9:15-10:15 a.m. 

January 17 Making Sense of Scripture: Big Questions about the 

Book of Faith”  Led by Pastor  Dale 

In Making Sense of Scripture, David Lose invites the 

reader to engage in a conversation, one that he imagines 

discussing around his kitchen table, about seven major 

questions of the Bible. More than a standard biblical  

reference book, Making Sense of Scripture is a dialogue 

that encourages readers to bring their questions or doubts 

to the table when reading Scripture. There are  

opportunities to interact and grow as you read. 

Introduction to Love and Logic—Pastor Dawn 

Come and learn about Love and Logic, a set of  

parenting skills that are adaptable to children and 

youth of any age. Prepare your children for a world 

they recognize, while creating a strong a  

relationship of empathy and respect.  

January 24 Annual Congregational Meeting—9:15-10:15 a.m. 
January 31 Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith—led by Pastor Dale 

This study will provide a conversation about world  

religions and denominations.  A close look at differences 

and similarities to our Lutheran theology and traditions 

will also be included. We will explore together Jesus' 

prayer for unity in the seventeenth chapter of John. 

To Be Determined 

February 7 Faithful, Yet Changing—led by Pastor Dale 

"Faithful, Yet Changing" is the title of a book written by 

former ELCA and St. Paul Area Synod Bishop, Mark 

Hanson. In the book Bishop Hanson sets forth his vision 

for the ELCA - a church faithful to the Scriptures and its 

tradition, yet changing to meet the new challenges of our 

diverse, fragmented world. This study will invite you 

into a "holy conversation" to envision the future of the 

church and its mission.  

Making Our Church Alzheimer’s Friendly—led 

by Valerie Richards, Alzheimer’s Educator and 

Family Coach 

Let’s discuss ways that our church community can 

be welcoming and respectful to people living 

with  Alzheimer's. And discuss ways that we as a 

community can support their families. 

February 14 To Be Determined Marriage Enrichment Study –led by Pastor Dale 

Falling in love is easy. Staying in love, that’s the  

challenge! How can you keep your relationship fresh and 

growing amid the demands, conflicts and just plain  

boredom of everyday life? In this study we will look 

closely at their marriage while providing practical ways 

of enriching and strengthening their relationship. We will 

use the book The Five Love Languages: The Secret to 

Love that Lasts, to guide our conversation. 

February 21 To Be Determined Loss and Grief in Christian Community Part One 

Led by OSLC member, Dr. Janice Nadeau 

In these two sessions Janice will talk about the universal 

experience of loss and how healthy grieving can heal, 

especially when it is addressed in Christian community. 

She will address a wide variety of losses from the loss of 

possessions to the loss of loved ones. Emphasis will be 

placed on what happens inside families when a family 

member becomes chronically ill, chemically dependent 

or dies. Suggestions will be made as to how we, as a 

church family, can become more sensitive to one another 

in times of loss and respond appropriately.    

February 28 To Be Determined Loss and Grief in Christian Community Part Two 

A continued conversation from last week. You do not 

need to attend the first session to take part in the second. 
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By: Parish Nurse, Becky Hulden 

 
 

The past several months, committee 
members have planted new shrubs 
and evergreens, refurbished the  

garden under the 3 crosses (an often neglected area), 
dug up the over grown evergreens and dried out shrubs 
and planted new shrubs surrounded by mulch. It was a 
very nice improvement to this area! 
 

A new coat of paint for the storage garage. For the east 
side of the church members scraped off peeling paint 

and put on a new coat of paint. Cutting grass and  
trimming weeds. And also helping with the difficult job 
of changing light bulbs in the CLC. “Did you know there 
are 336 light bulbs in the Community Life Center?”  
 
 

Friends at Our Savior’s Lutheran 

Church, please accept my heartfelt 

thanks for your support while I was 

away and recovering from my fall and concussion. I felt 

your love and support in so many ways.  

While at home recovering, I received 

countless cards of love and good wishes. I 

received phone calls from some of you.  

Some of you decided to come and see me.  

All of you, who came to my farm, came to 

help with our gardens and lawns. Some of 

you returned numerous times to continue 

to help us. As many of you know, my  

recovery was complicated by my son’s 

wedding happening at our farm and my 

brother’s life threatening illness.  So the help with our 

lawn and gardens was greatly needed and appreciated. 

Others brought coolers full of food. Others brought or sent 

flowers. For all these gifts of love and support, I am so 

grateful! 

Recovering from disease or injury can be tricky business!  

It is important to do all the right things to speed and aid 

one’s recovery. And it is important to do the correct 

amount of nothing...that is...rest and wait. Many of us have 

known this quandary. We want to do all we can to heal up 

faster and get back to our former, healthier selves.  But 

sometimes, what is required of us is to do 

very little, to rest and wait.  What is required 

is to be “patient in affliction.” While we are 

waiting for healing, while being patient in 

affliction, Paul reminds us in Romans that 

we can also “be joyful in hope”. Hope is 

powerful healing medicine. Hope keeps us 

focused on God’s promises. Hope keeps us 

focused on the abundant life God has 

planned for us.  Paul also reminds us to be 

“faithful in prayer.” Prayer is our side of the 

relationship that God so wants to maintain with us.  Prayer 

is where we can lay our burdens at God’s feet. Prayer is 

where we can say, this situation/affliction is too big for 

me…..please take it, God, so that I may rest. And rest we 

can, in God’s merciful love and healing power. 

Blessings to you all in this season of waiting. May you be 

joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer! 

With Gratitude and Patience 

“Be joyful in hope, 

patient in affliction, 

and faithful in  

prayer.”   
 

Romans 12:12 NIV 

By: Jon Burke, Building  

Maintenance Manager  

Property & Grounds Committee members hard at work 

scraping, peeling and painting! 
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Questions for Consideration as we prepare for this Advent Series 

 
Patience - The first week of Advent will be looking at the call for patience as we live in an impatient 

world.  Like a child impatiently waiting for Christmas to arrive we, along with others in the Bible, get 

impatient waiting for Christ to come.  How do we faithfully and patiently live each day as we wait for 

Christ to come again?  How is waiting for Christmas to arrive like waiting for Christ to arrive?  What can 

we do while we wait or how should we live our lives in the midst of our waiting?  How does impatience 

hinder our ability to prepare?  How has your patience been rewarded before? 

 

Promise - The second week of Advent will be looking closely at the promise of the coming Christ Child, as 

well as the second coming of Christ.  We will consider what it means to put our faith in such a promise 

while living in a world where promises are so often broken.  We break promises to one another often, but 

God never breaks a promise.  How does awaiting such a promise of new life and opportunity (Christmas) 

enable us to live lives of joyful expectation and love?  When has an important promise in your life been 

broken and how has that affected your ability to put your trust in new promises? The promises of God?  

 

Preparation - John the Baptist shouts, "Prepare Ye the way of the Lord!"  In this third week of Advent we 

will look closely at what it means for us to prepare not only our hearts and minds for the promised  

coming of Christ, but also our world?  What can we do to prepare for such a promise fulfilled?  What can 

we do to help prepare the world around us?  We often go to great lengths to prepare for Christmas, but 

not for the coming of Christ?  Why is this?  How might we be more intentional this year in preparing the 

way of the Lord in our own hearts and minds?  How might Christmas be experienced differently if we do 

so? 

 

Prayer - As Elizabeth and Mary met and rejoiced together in prayer and singing, we too, in this fourth 

week of Advent will be encouraged to spend time in prayer and singing over the fulfilled promise of the 

birth of Christ.  Prayer is how we live patiently in an impatient world.  Prayer is how we find purpose and 

meaning in the promises of God.  Prayer is a critical part of our preparation for the coming of Christ.  

How have you experienced change in your life as a result of intentional and focused prayer?  When have 

you felt the need to turn to God in prayer either in joy, excitement or sorrow?  How might prayer help 

you in your Advent preparations this year? 

Advent at Our Savior's Lutheran Church this year begins on Sunday,  

November 29th. On Wednesdays in Advent we will be explor ing four  

themes that are critical to fully experiencing Advent for what it is intended to 

be - Patience, Promise, Preparation and Prayer (see page 2). 

Advent is about new beginnings.  It is a time that provides us, as Children of 

God, an opportunity to make ourselves ready for Christmas - the coming of the 

Christ Child. 

Despite what the world says or practices, intentional readiness and  

preparedness is necessary and expected of us in order to most fully experience 

the new beginning we have all received in the birth of Christ.  Our Savior's will 

provide opportunities again for you to become ready for Christ. 



Responding in Gratitude Grounded in Faith  

 Sent with a Purpose 
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It's not too late to get your order in for 

your tray of cookies for your holiday  
entertaining. A tray of 10 dozen, 6 each of 

20 kinds of cookies and candy, sells for 
$40 and a tray of 6 dozen, 6 each of 12 

kinds of cookies and candy, sells for $25. 
Sign up in the Gathering area at church or 
call the church office. Trays will be ready 
for pickup on Friday, Dec. 4, between 2 & 
4 pm. Proceeds will help fund programs 

such as Thyme for Grace and the  
Graduate Connection, to name a few.  
Only 20 trays of each size will be sold.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Our Savior’s is planning a trip to visit the Lutheran 
Church in Guatemala in the spring of 2016.  We will join a 
synod trip that is happening at that time and will get a taste 
of what their ministry looks like.  In addition to being at the  
Lutheran Center in Guatemala City, we will travel to visit 
congregations in Maya Itsa and Israel. 

Since 2005 the Saint Paul Area Synod has been in  
relationship with the Augustinian Lutheran Church of  
Guatemala (or ILAG) and has walked alongside them  
in our ministries together.   

Several churches in the SPAS travel there each year and it 
is our privilege to join with them.  If you might be interested 
in being a part of this trip, please talk to Becky Maier or 
Corinne Colburn - or let the church office know. 

 
 
Book of the Month Club will meet on the last Monday of 
each month, January through April at 1:00 pm 
in the Family Room. 

Upcoming selections: 
January:  A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Smith 
February:  Walk Two Moons by Creech 
March:  The Dressmaker by Alcott 
April:  The Rosie Project by Simsion 

Two copies of each book are available for 
checkout; discussion questions will be  
provided. 

’  
 
Do you need a gift for a 
wedding, bridal or baby 
shower? We have these 
items for sale all year 
long. We are quilting Wednesday mornings 
from 9 am – 12:00 pm if you’d like to stop in 
and see what we have. Otherwise, contact 
any quilter on a Sunday morning or Audrey 
Reed at amr923@icloud.com.  
 
Thank you, 
The Wednesday Morning Quilters 

 

 

All women mark your calendars for April 8-9, 2016, for the 
women's "Lavender Springs Spa" retreat at Villa  
Maria.  More info will be out soon. 
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ADVENT 

CHRIST 

HOLDEN 

PATIENCE 

PRAYER 

PREPARATION 

PROMISE 

SILENCE 

THANKFUL 

TOGETHER 

Bulletin Board 

 

November: 

23/24th- Grandparents day 

25th-childcare only day, no reg-

ular preschool classes 

26th/27th- closed for  Thanks-

giving break 

 

December: 

17th- Christmas program 6:00 in CLC 

21/21- Happy birthday Jesus parties 

23-25- closed for Christmas 

28-31- childcare only days (31st closing at 3:00) 

 

January: 

4th- Classes resume 

18th-Closed for MLK day 

 

 

 
November 25—7:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve Worship & Pie Social 

December 6—8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Christmas Cantata 

December 13—10:30 a.m. Sunday School Christmas Program 

December 24—3:00, 4:30 & 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship  
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LADC staff participating in OSLC Harvest Festival 



Advent: The 

coming of  

Christ at the  

Incarnation, 

Christmas, the 

birth of the baby. 

The excitement 

and anticipation; 

counting the 

days, maybe 

marking them off on a calendar. I did 

this as I waited to have my hip surgery, 

knowing my pain after would probably 

be less than what I experienced before. 

The countdown began several months 

before. There was also preparation:  

therapy, cleaning, meals made and  

put into the freezer.  

During my prep time, I prayed for  

successful surgery and healing. I prayed 

for guidance for those caring for me. As 

I walked into surgery that day, there was 

no anxiety. I knew God was there to see 

me through. Christmas prep is often 

looked at only from the materialistic 

side, but what about the spiritual side? 

Are our hearts ready to accept the birth 

of the baby who is to be our Savior? Or 

as I often pray about and ponder, am I 

ready for the Savior as my time on earth 

comes to an end?  

Patience was needed ahead of time as 

well as after when I wanted the healing 

to hurry. We always want things to  

happen “right now!”. My hip felt better 

but my stamina needed to be built back 

up. Therapy was going well but I didn't 

always have the energy to be on the go. 

Prayers now focus on patience as rehab 

continues, numbering the promise of 

what is ahead. This again, the material 

versus spiritual. As I experienced a 

greater sense of inner peace I have been 

made more aware of prep and patience 

needed at this season of Advent prep, 

but also for the second advent time and 

the promise we all have to look forward 

to as our Savior leads us to our eternal 

home.  

 

By: Mary Anderson 

 
 

 

Thank you to all that       
participated and              

volunteered! We couldn't 
do events like this  

without people like you!  

The Final Word 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

 1616 West Olive Street 
 Stillwater, MN 55082 

Phone:  651-439-5704 
Fax:  651-351-1463 

Email:   office@oslcstillwater.org 
Web:  www.oslcstillwater.org 

 

Staff                   Phone Ext. 

Pastor Dale Stiles  

Lead Pastor       ext. 14 

dale@oslcstillwater.org  

Pastor Dawn Alitz ext. 23 
Minister of Faith Formation 
dawn@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Darla Goble, Early  ext. 32 
Childhood & Family Coordinator 
darla@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Jane Welsh ext. 33 
Elementary &Family Coordinator 
welsh@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Chad Larson  ext. 15 
Youth & Family Director 
chad@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Kathy Newton, Office Admin ext. 10 
info@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Kristi Hanson, Comm. & 
Youth & Family Min. Asst.  ext. 11 
publish@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Alicia Bauer, Accountant ext. 18 
finance@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Becky Hulden, Parish Nurse ext. 24      
becky@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Jon Burke & Gillo Madho 
Maintenance          ext. 20 
 

Shannon Goldstein ext. 25 
LADC Site Director 
shannongoldstein@ladcfamilies.org 
 

Jane Gay, Worship Coordinator &  
Organist 
worship@oslcstillwater.org 
 

Michael Bloem 
Kingdom Choir/Orchestra  Director 
michael@oslcstillwater.org 
 

Marlene Lentz, Bell Choir Director 
klentzlot@aol.com 
 

 
childcare@oslcstillwater.org  

The Stream and OSLC website inquiries 
to:  publish@oslcstillwater.org 
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Winter 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays 

8:00 AM  

Traditional Worship 

9:15 AM Faith Formation 

10:30 AM  

Blended Worship 

Communion 
1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 

The 
 Stream 

1616 W. Olive St., Stillwater, MN  55082  

Return Service Requested  

The Stream — Winter 2015-16   

Grounded in faith, Gathered in love, and Sent with a purpose, 
So that others may gain the Kingdom.  Like 

Us! 
Follow 
Us! 

 

Wednesdays 

5:00 PM  Dinner 

5:30 PM 
Contemporary Worship 

6:10 PM  
Faith Formation 

7:00 PM 
Confirmation 

 

Communion 
All Wednesday services 

Patience, Promise, Preparation & Prayer 

A publication of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Stillwater, Minnesota  |  www. oslcstillwater.org 

Preliminary 2016 Congregational 

Budget Meeting 

Sunday, January 10 

9:15—10:15 a.m., in the Sanctuary 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, January 24 

9:15—10:15 a.m., in the Sanctuary 


