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 2  The Stream 

Dear Members and Friends of 

Our Savior’s Lutheran, 

It’s a joy to greet you once again 

in this format of our quarterly 

church newsletter, The Stream. 

As always, I encourage you to 

spend time reading all that it contains – information, 

explanation, registration and many opportunities for 

faith formation. When you’re done reading it, perhaps 

you could give it to a friend, neighbor, classmate or  

co-worker so they too, can be introduced to who we 

are as a community of faith here in Stillwater. 

As we find ourselves again in this bleak and dreary 

mid-winter season, we are reminded that the church 

season of Lent is near. In fact, the season begins, as 

always, on Ash Wednesday, which is February 10th  

this year. Lent is an opportunity each year for us to  

accompany Jesus on his 40-day wilderness journey. 

For Jesus it was a journey that presented him with 

temptation, hunger, doubt and physical and emotional 

exhaustion. As we walk this journey with Jesus every 

year, we realize that our present-day journeys of faith 

are not all-together unlike His. We too are met with 

temptation, hunger (physical or spiritual), doubt,  

exhaustion, loss, loneliness, failure and emptiness. 

These experiences make up our own and on-going 

journeys through the metaphorical wilderness of life. 

For many, such experiences along such journeys, are 

difficult ones and have led to much suffering and  

hardship. However, as was the case for Jesus, there 

might be an important and necessary purpose in our 

suffering that can and will lead to blessing later on. 

Jesus’ time in the wilderness was a time of preparation 

for the difficult days of ministry that awaited him, and 

that would ultimately lead him to the old, rugged cross 

and the glorious resurrection. Maybe God is preparing 

you for something of great importance and blessing as 

well. 

The theme of this Stream and of our Lenten season is 

based on a book by the same name, “The Gift of the 

Dark Wood”  by Eric Elnes. In the book Elnes asks, 

“Have you failed recently? Do you feel lost, or like the 

road ahead is unclear? Are you ever tempted? Do you 

find any part of your life exhausting? Do you feel out 

of place among your peers, or society at large?” Based 

on his book, and such questions, we’re going to be  

exploring on Wednesdays in Lent the proposition that 

perhaps our best help on life’s journey often comes 

from the most unlikely and misunderstood of places – 

that being the Dark Wood – or our own wilderness – 

and may even be considered as gifts. 

In addition to these being our mid-week worship 

themes in Lent, we will also explore them further as 

part of a weekly book study. The books will be  

available for purchase in the church office for $10.00 

or online at amazon.com. The study will meet on 

Wednesdays after lunch at 1:00 p.m. and between  

services on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 p.m. 

I hope you will be able to make time to join us for  

worship and book study as we determine how God 

might be using hardship and pain to prepare us for  

the blessings which are yet to come. 

 

 By:  Lead Pastor, Dale Stiles 

First Word 

 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 10 – “Gifts of the Dark Wood” (Luke 4:1-13) 

Wednesday, February 17 – “The Gift of Uncertainty” (1 Corinthians 13:8-13) 

Wednesday, February 24 – “The Gift of Emptiness” (1 Samuel 16:1-13) 

Wednesday, March 2 – “The Gift of Getting Lost” (Romans 8:18-28) 

Wednesday, March 9 – “The Gift of Temptation” (Matthew 4:1-11) 

Wednesday, March 16 – “The Gift of Failure” (Matthew 14:22-23) 

Maundy Thursday, March 24 – “Where We Go From Here” (Matthew 4:1-11) 
 

*Book Study will take place Wednesdays at 1:00pm & 6:15pm in education room 7-9* 
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As we prepare for Lent we recall that the  
season of Lent is symbolic of a 40-day journey 
through the wilderness.  
Jesus himself embarks on 
this journey immediately 
following his baptism. In a 
way, this time for Jesus 
served as an opportunity for 
him to discover who he was 
as the Messiah and Savior of 
the world. Wilderness  
journeys, whether chosen or 
not, tend to be like that. 
They serve a greater  
purpose – one that perhaps 
we cannot see while “in the 
wood”. 
The book, “Gifts of the Dark 
Wood” by Eric Elnes, takes 
an honest and very real look 
at these greater purposes 
that we can discover while 
in our own woods. Elnes  
refers to these as “gifts” – 
namely the Gift of Uncer-
tainty, the Gift of Emptiness, the Gift of Getting 
Lost, the Gift of Temptation and the Gift of  

Disappearing. Standing alone, these “gifts” don’t 
sound much like gifts, do they? But sometimes, as 

this book helps us  
understand, our times and 
experiences “in the dark 
wood” of our lives, can be 
gifts to us and do serve a 
higher purpose. The 
“giftedness” or higher  
purpose of our wilderness 
experiences are not always 
evident in the thick of it, but 
tend to be revealed to us  
later. Sometimes these  
wilderness experiences are 
referred to as “blessings in 
disguise”. 
This Lenten season we will 
explore these very real  
experiences of our lives and 
will try to find the giftedness 
within them. These Gifts of 
the Dark Wood will be  
explored in sermons on 
Wednesday nights and in a six

-week study of the book that will be offered for 
those who wish to go deeper. 

Questions for us as staff and congregational members to consider in the midst of this  
Lenten season could be some of the following: 

1. When have I been on a wilderness journey of my own (either figuratively or physically)? 
2. How has this wilderness experience/journey been difficult for you? How has it been a blessing 

for you? 
3. What are some of the “gifts” of your own you have discovered while in “the wilderness”? 
4. How can things like uncertainty, emptiness, loneliness, getting lost or temptation be gifts to us 

in our journey of faith? 
5. What is an experience of pain or suffering in your life that has turned out to be a gift/blessing? 

How has this experience changed who you are and how you understand God? 

“Gifts of the Dark Wood” 
(based on the book by Eric Elnes) 

Lenten Book Study 



 

When I think 

back to 2003-

2004, it all 

seems a blur, 

but I remember 

it as the  

hardest time in my life. Looking 

back it was also the time in my life 

when I grew the most in my faith and 

my independence with God’s help. 

Hard things came that year, but  

looking back, I see God’s plan and 

how He worked through me. 

Gary was called to active duty in 

2003. My mom was diagnosed with 

stage 4 Breast Cancer and my  

parents moved in with us for 7 

months, so I could care for my mom. 

My grandmother, who I was very 

close to, became ill and died.  

We were in the middle of a really bad 

remodel project on our house. And to 

top it all off, our kids were in 7th and 

9th grade and going through the tough 

time of being teenagers.  

During this time I wasn’t sure if my 

mom would live or if Gary would 

come home. I had to learn to do all of 

the things Gary had done to manage 

our household affairs and I was  

raising two teenagers on my own.  

I was working and caring for my  

parents and managing a remodel  

project. There was so much  

uncertainty and I couldn’t understand 

why all of this had happened.  

Looking back I see that God knew I 

would be torn about my time spent 

caring for my mom and time spent 

with Gary. Gary and I do everything 

together and I think God knew it 

would be hard for me to divide my 

time. Our kids learned about caring 

for family and grew very close with 

my parents during the time they lived 

with us.  Gary did not end up going 

overseas and was able to visit us  

often, but I was able to just focus on 

my mom and her care.  

Because my parents had moved back 

from Florida to live with us, my dad 

was able to be with my grandma when 

she died. My dad and I were able to 

spend time together caring and  

nurturing my grandma. 

I also believe God had in His plan for 

me to start working at Young Life 

around this time. Working for a  

Christian organization with people 

who supported me was very im-

portant. They prayed with me and 

gave me time off to care for my mom.  

I learned during this time to rely on 

my faith in God. I couldn’t do it all on 

my own. It helped me to see that God 

will bring good, even out of bad  

situations. I was blessed to care for 

my mom. Years later the things I 

learned about cancer, would help me 

be there for my niece, as she dealt 

with cancer. My mom was also living 

proof for my niece that you can beat 

cancer. Our whole family learned 

what is really important in life and 

that we can do anything with God. 

Most of all, I learned that God has a 

plan and even in the darkest of times 

we have to trust Him. 
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Father Knows Best 
By: Preschool Coordinator,               

Darla Goble 

Children Youth & Family  

On Jan. 16, preschoolers and their parents and Godparents  
gathered in love at the Living Into Baptism Party! Pastor Dale and 
Poppy the puppet (Annica Stiles) taught us some fun things about 
baptism. He also talked about what the water in baptism means. 
Then it was time to play! There was jumping in the bounce house, 
playing in the ball pit, face painting, pictures with Jesus and all the 
children made a fun craft with water. It was so great to see so 
many families joining together for fun and fellowship! Thanks to 
the many volunteers who made the event so special!  

 
 

Thank you for the gift 

cards donated through 

the Giving Tree for our 

YoungLives families! 

The moms were so  

happy to receive the gift 

cards so that they could 

buy gifts for their  

children. Thank you for 

how you show Christ’s 

love to these young 

families!    

Darla spending time with her mom 



As I began 

reading the 

book, 

“Gifts of 

the Dark 

Wood “by 

Eric Elnes, I remembered an  

experience from my past that helped 

me relate and connect to the authors 

description of the Dark Woods. The 

first year after my husband Luke and 

I were married, we took a canoe trip 

through Quetico Provincial Park. 

Quetico is a large wilderness park in 

Northwestern Ontario, Canada which 

is part of the larger Superior National 

Forest. Luke and I had no previous 

experience canoeing through the  

wilderness, but we were young and 

naïve, we thought portaging and 

camping through the dark woods 

would be fun. We contacted an  

outfitter for rental equipment. They 

gave us a map and a flare gun if an 

emergency should happen, and said 

they would pick us up in five days. 
 

     Luke and I grew up in the suburbs 

of Chicago, IL and had no idea what 

we were truly doing when we  

embarked into the woods. The nature 

was beautiful and quiet. We only saw 

two other people canoeing over the 

five-day period. However, after we 

were there we realized there were  

also some very difficult things about 

being in the woods as well. We were 

hit with huge swarms of black flies 

thousands at a time. We also realized 

that the map that identified portages 

were not always accurate. After a few 

storms, the landmarks had changed. 

Also, there were beavers who would 

chew down large trees. We had to 

climb over the huge trees with our 

gear hoping that we would find our 

next lake that would take us to our 

final destination. After the second 

day I started to worry and think, what 

if we got hurt or would fall, how 

would we get through these rough 

portages?  How would we take care 

of each other until we were found by 

the outfitters? It was during these  

moments that the Holy Spirit guided 

me through. 
  

We also had a couple of classic times 

when Luke and I could not find a  

portage on the map at all, and we 

would canoe for several hours feeling 

very lost. Then we saw a bald eagle 

fly directly over us and we would 

find what Eric Elnes describes as a 

“sweet spot moment”. In his book he 

defines it as, “when something clicks 

into place that feels quite natural.” 

After finding that sweet spot, I knew 

inside that we would find our way.  
 

Throughout our trip my husband and 

I laughed a lot. We became a team 

and learned to hurdle very real  

obstacles in new ways. While I found 

this journey into the dark woods  

absolutely exhausting, it  also helped 

us bond together. Without a doubt a 

spirited journey that will always be 

remembered and shared. 
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The Gift of Uncertainty 
By: Elementary Coordinator,        

Jane Welsh 

 

Learn about all the summer opportunities! 

* Park Days * Camp Wapo-Elementary Week * Camp Wapo—Seeds Weekend *  

* VBS Week * 

* Summer Stretch *  

* Jr. High Summer Camp * 

* Sr. High Mission Trip *  

* Family Camp—Luther Dell! * 

 Executive Director, Paul Hill, from Lake Wapogasset  
Lutheran Bible Camp will be guest speaker at both  
worship services! Both services will be camp-style!  



 

Children Youth & Family (cont.) 
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By: Youth and Family Director, Chad Larson 

 Why is life so 

complicated at 

times? When it 

rains, why does it 

have to pour? Throughout life, it’s 

hard to imagine the countless times we 

have asked these questions. Life takes 

us on a constant walk through  

different landscapes that cause us to 

ask the question “Why?”. At times life 

seems manageable even joyous, but 

circumstances then can drastically 

change for the worse, causing us to 

question God’s intent for our well  

being. Why does it have to be this 

way? 
 

If there is anything to be learned about 

the predictability of life, it is that life 

is unpredictable. We can try and try to 

plan and prepare for what might come, 

but in the end, the control that we 

think we have is merely an extended 

illusion of our own agendas. Don’t get 

me wrong, there are elements of our 

lives we do have control over such as 

maintaining good hygiene and the 

manner in which we treat others, but 

do we really have power to dictate 

whether or not we experience things 

like hardship and adversity? If my 

own experiences inform me, the  

answer would be a frustrating “No!”. 

If this walk through life’s mountain 

tops and valleys is a trend rather than 

simply a one-time ordeal, we can’t 

help but wonder if God has His hand 

in it. Jeremiah 29:11 tells us that God 

most certainly does. It ensures us that 

God does in fact have plans for us. 

Not to harm us but rather for us to 

prosper and to grow. But what does 

growth entail?  Is this growth intended 

to be easy or is it hard? The more we 

look into this question, the more we 

may be able to answer the question 

“why”. Maybe instead of constantly 

focusing on our desired destination, 

we need to focus on the valuable  

lessons learned in the midst of the 

journey. We may not have the answers 

to why certain and sometimes constant 

hardship exists, but one thing we are 

promised is that God will be walking 

right next to us every step of the way. 

And when we can’t bear to take  

another step, because of Christ’s love 

and grace, God will carry us. It may 

not mean hardship will cease, but it 

does mean we won’t suffer alone. We 

will be in the company of the One 

who not only knows pain but has  

overcome it! May we all continue to 

seek the God of love and  

understanding in all we do. Thanks  

be to God. 

Assurance in the Midst of the Journey 

 
All 7th-9th graders are invited February 26th-27th for our 30 Hour 
Famine. We will be learning about local hunger needs, giving back to 
local establishments and ending our time with some fun at MOA! 
Deadline to sign up is February 8th!  If you have any questions, 
please contact Chad Larson or Kristi Hanson.  



Worship & Musical Notes 
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The Promise Continued 
 

 

We are once again preparing for the season of Lent at Our Savior’s. 

The season invites us to look deeply within ourselves, lay bare our 

shortcomings and seek restoration from the only One who can provide 

it. Over the course of weeks we investigate the miracles, teaching and 

fulfillment of prophecy that defines Jesus as the promised savior. 

 

Looking back at Advent, we studied the four P’s. I wrote about  

Promises that were made in the ninth chapter of Isaiah. God promised 

to “break the yoke of slavery” and send a new ruler to His people. To 

break anything is rarely clean, simple and quick. The act of breaking 

takes time, intention and often leaves marks. 

 

John 18-19 details the final days of Christ’s life. The breaking of our 

yoke of slavery to sin involved humiliating Him and breaking His 

body. During our Good Friday service this year, we will hear the story 

with choral music reflections interspersed throughout. I hope you will 

join us for this chapter of the promise. 

By: Kingdom Choir Director,  

Michael Bloem  

 

 
 

 

Sunday Liturgies for our Lenten Journey 

At 8:00 Traditional Worship we will return 

to ELW Setting Five which is a Chant  

Setting based on Lutheran Book of Worship 

(the green hymnal 1978) Setting Three and 

Service Book and Hymnal (the red hymnal 

1958) Setting Two. 

  

10:30 Blended Worship format includes 

fresh spoken liturgy each week with songs 

old and new led by the Praise Team. 

By: Worship Coordinator 

and Organist,  

Jane Gay 

 
 

 
Here at Our Savior’s the greeters and ushers are being organized into monthly 
teams to provide these two very important services to our congregation. A captain 
who will keep track of their assigned month’s greeting and ushering needs for both 
the 8:00 and the 10:30 services will head up the teams. We hope both families and 
individuals will be willing to sign up for just one month (or more if desired!) that 
tends to be a lighter month in an otherwise busy calendar. If you are interested in 
helping out as a greeter, an usher, or a team captain, contact Don and Charlotte 
Schuld at: csart51@gmail.com or 651-491-2722. 

mailto:csart51@gmail.com


Spring Feature:   
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In 2013, I was  

diagnosed with 

Hodgkin’s  

Lymphoma. I was 

17 years old and 

thought my world 

was flipped  

completely upside 

down.  I never 

thought that as a 

high school student 

I would have been 

told, “You have 

cancer.” At first I 

kept asking myself 

“why me?” “What 

did I do to deserve 

this punishment?”  

My mom and  

family would keep telling 

me that it was part of 

God’s plan for me and that 

one day I would finally 

realize “why me.” During 

treatment, I was desperate 

to find someone that was 

my own age to talk to who 

could understand what I 

was going through and 

someone who wanted to 

talk to me too. I had my 

family to talk to, friends at 

school and church, but at the 

same time I felt so lonely and 

empty. I wanted to disappear  

and not come back. I tried to 

keep a positive attitude and  

make jokes about things to help 

myself and family get through 

this extremely tough time. On 

the inside I felt hate, anger,  

sadness, loneliness, temptation  

to not continue treatment as it 

was so hard on my body,  

uncertainty whether I was going 

to live or die because of this  

disease, all of the gifts that are 

talked about in the “Gifts of the 

Dark Wood” I didn’t feel were 

gifts.   

After going through 6 months  

of chemotherapy, 14 days of  

radiation, and countless hours 

and days of physical therapy,  

I was finally physically healed. 

Mentally I still have a hard  

time thinking of that time in  

my life and remembering all of 

the horrible things I had to  

experience. From being so sick  

I couldn’t even get up from my 

  My Journey    Into 
          The    Wilderness

Jenna after losing her hair from treatments 



Gifts Of The Dark Woods 
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bed, to having trouble breathing, 

being hooked up to tubes and 

wires for days at a time, getting 

blood transfusions, having bone 

marrow biopsies, going to the 

hospital pretty much every day, 

and having to take a ridiculous 

amount of medications, I made 

it! I survived and beat a disease 

that so many people lose their 

lives to everyday! I am a  

Survivor and I am proud to say 

that. After treatment, I met a 

girl who lived not very far 

away from me. She was a  

17 year-old senior in high 

school who had been  

diagnosed with almost  

the same diagnoses I had.  

I had contacted her through  

Facebook and told her if 

there was anything I could 

do for her, and if she wanted 

to talk about anything, I 

would be there for her. We 

talked on and off while she 

was going through treatment 

and I had given her advice, 

and whatever else she  

needed. I knew that the  

purpose of my journey and 

going through treatment  

was to help kids and young 

adults struggling and fighting 

against this awful disease.  

This was the “why me”  reason  

behind God’s plan for me. I  

finally understood and became 

accepting and very open to  

sharing my story. I didn’t want 

someone else to feel the  

loneliness and emptiness upon 

all of the other “gifts” and  

 

feelings I had felt going through 

treatment. My wilderness jour-

ney had brought me closer to my 

family, friends, and God. 

Through my journey I had 

prayed and received a lot of 

prayers, I had gained faith even 

though at first it was hard for me 

to have faith in God after He had 

put this journey into His plan for 

me; at the end I had realized that 

it was truly a blessing in  

disguise.  

Jen and her sister 

on Christmas Day  My Journey    Into      
The    Wilderness 

By: Jenna Law 

Jenna with Fiancé Ty 
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Sunday, January 31 – Love the Lord Your God, and Your Neighbor as Yourself (Family Room) 
Led by Our Savior’s Lutheran member and Chair of our Mission & Outreach Committee, Ray Valley, join 

us for a conversation about what it means and looks like to fulfill the two greatest commandments,  

according to Jesus. What does “Loving God” and “Loving Neighbor” look like? How can we, as  

modern-day disciples, fulfill these two ever-important commandments? How do they relate to one another 

and why are they important in this day and age? Ray’s enthusiasm and devotion to this important ministry 

area at Our Savior’s will educate and inspire all who attend this session. 
 

Sunday, February 7 – Making our Church Alzheimer’s Friendly (Sanctuary) 
Led by Alzheimer’s Educator and Family Coach, Valerie Richards, join us for a discussion about ways our 

church community can be welcoming and respectful to people living with Alzheimer’s and how we, as a 

community of faith, can support such families. 
 

Sunday, February 14 – Marriage Enrichment Study (Sanctuary) 
Falling in love is easy. Staying in love, that’s the challenge! Join Pastor Dale and his wife, Carrie, as they 

lead a discussion about keeping our marriage relationships fresh and growing amid demands, conflicts and 

just plain boredom of everyday life. We will look closely at the gift of marriage while hopefully providing 

practical ways of enriching and strengthening relationships. The book, The Five Love Languages: The  

Secret to Love that Lasts will be referenced and will guide our conversation. Interest in this topic will help 

to gauge whether or not to offer a weekend marriage retreat for later this Spring or possibly Fall. 
 

Sunday, February 21 – Loss and Grief in Christian Community: Part One (Sanctuary) 
This week, and the following week, Our Savior’s Lutheran member, Dr. Janice Nadeau, will talk about the 

universal experience of loss and how healthy grieving can heal, especially when it is addressed in the 

Christian community. Janice will address a wide variety of losses from the loss of possessions to the loss 

of a loved one. Emphasis will be placed on what happens inside families when a family member becomes 

chronically ill, chemically dependent or dies. Suggestions will be shared as to how we, as a church family, 

can become more sensitive to one another in times of loss and respond appropriately. 
 

Sunday, February 28 – Loss and Grief in Christian Community: Part Two (Sanctuary) 
A continued conversation from the previous week. Participants do not need to attend the first session to 

take part in the second. 

 

Sunday, March 6 – My Neighbor is Muslim – A Crash Course on the Muslim Faith (Sanctuary) 
This conversation, led by Chief Family Services Officer, Maureen Warren, from Luther Social Services in 

St. Paul, will provide an opportunity for better understanding of the Muslim faith and practices. It will be 

useful and meaningful time spent as we all work at bridging the gap between the Muslim and Christian 

communities of faith in our nation and in our world. Throughout our nation’s history it’s been important to 

look for ways to honor our neighbor’s faith, but in light of recent world events, it is an important and  

timely conversation for us, as people of faith, to participate in. 

 

Sunday, March 13 – Daily Discipleship – A Conversation with Guest Pastor and Preacher (TBD) 
 

Sunday, March 20 – Daily Discipleship – A Conversation with Pastor Dale about Holy Week and 

Easter 

Adult Education will resume after Holy Week and Easter on Sunday, April 3 



Health and Caring Ministries 
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By: Parish Nurse, Becky Hulden 

Through this Lenten Season of 

2016, we as a congregation will  

be studying and listening to  

stories based on the book, “Gifts 

of the Dark Wood”  by Eric Elnes.  

We will hear sermons and have the opportunity to  

participate in a book discussion on the different  

chapters in this book.   

During the fourth week of 

Lent, we will be  

considering “The Gift of 

Getting Lost”. We will be 

exploring the gifts that  

appear to us when we are 

lost; when we can’t see 

and can only hope. 

I have a real life ‘lost in 

the wilderness’ story to 

share with you. During  

my 30s and 40s, I had the 

pleasure of an annual  

canoe trip in the Boundary 

Waters with a group of 

women.  Some of the  

women were my sisters, 

some were my aunts, and 

some were friends pulled in 

to the mix.  As we drove 

along the north shore of Lake Superior and headed up 

the Gunflint Trail, we talked.  We shared our hopes and 

dreams for the trip and we shared our fears.  Over the 

years, we came to realize that by sharing our fears, they 

lost power over us.  We also discovered that when our 

spoken fears often came true, the results were never as 

bad as we had feared. One particular year, two of my 

friends and I were going into Gull Lake in a single  

canoe.  A day or two later, my sister would join us.  

Now my sister had been the trip planner and the map 

reader for most of our trips.  But this time, I was to lead 

the trip and read the maps.  My 2 friends and I did many 

things correctly that first day, but as we canoed into 

Gull Lake, we got confused about our whereabouts. It 

was so difficult to look out over a vast array of small 

islands all around us and match them to the small dots 

on the map. We were lost in the wilderness, on a large 

lake, in a small canoe, and the sun was setting. This  

was my heartfelt fear coming true.   

We did finally climb through some brush up onto a 

smallish island to stay 

for the night and here is 

where the blessings  

began to flow. Because 

this wasn’t a sanctioned 

campsite, we couldn’t 

start a fire. So our  

dinner was summer 

sausage, cheese, and 

apple pie (everyone 

brings apple pie to the 

BWCA, right?)  We 

slept in our sleeping 

bags on soft green moss 

and pine needles.  We 

closed our eyes to sleep 

looking up at a clear,  

star-filled sky. Next 

morning, we found we 

could cook with our stove 

on a large flat rock and 

had a lovely warm breakfast and tea.  In the light of day 

and looking back the direction we had come, we were 

able to get our bearings and within an hour of canoeing 

found the campsite we had been aiming for the night 

before. 

I will always hold that night so dear in my heart.  It was 

a time where I had to give up control.  I had to admit 

that I was lost.  And when I did that, instead of meeting 

a horrible fate, as I feared, we were treated to blessings 

beyond imagination. 

During this Lenten season, may you lose yourself and 

learn to wait with patience for that which we cannot see. 

The Gift of Getting Lost 

“For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen 

is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if 

we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 

patience.” Romans 8:24-25 



Grounded in Faith  
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Calling all women! It’s time to mark your calendar for a get-away overnight retreat!  
 
We invite you to join us for a relaxing and spiritually nourishing spa-themed retreat where you’ll enjoy 
time with friends, share laughter and stories and spend time with God, as we share an in-depth Bible study 
of the book of Psalms. 
 

When:  Friday, April 8, 2016, arriving anytime after 3 pm, with supper at 6 pm; ending by 4 pm on 
Saturday, April 9th. 
Where:  Villa Maria Retreat and Conference Center, 29847 County 2 Blvd Frontenac, MN. 
Frontenac is about a 90 minute drive from the church. We’ll coordinate car-pooling from the 
church.  
Cost:  $100/person, double room; $115/person, single room. Includes: 3 meals (Friday evening, 
Saturday breakfast & lunch. Nonrefundable $25 deposit is needed when registering.  

 
We’ll have sign-up sheets during Sunday & Wednesday services from February 7th through February 
17th. Sign-up ends February 21st. Or, take a registration form from the bulletin board, and sign up early! 
 
Talk with any of the Women’s Ministry Team members for more details – Becky Maier, Marlene Lentz, 
Susan Fredricksen, Cindy Gackle, and Jan Leppla.  
  
Take time to relax, to make new friends, to worship, and to draw closer to God. We hope you’ll join us 
at the Lavender Springs Spa Women’s Retreat. Looking forward to seeing you!  

 
Book of the Month Club will be meeting the last Monday of the 
month at 1:00 pm in the Family Room during the months of  
February - April to discuss a title. 

February's title is Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech 
March's title is The Dressmaker by Kate Alcott 
April's title is The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion 

Hope to have you join in the conversation! 



Re  Sent with a Purpose 

  13  The Stream 

 
Our Savior’s is planning a trip to visit the  
Lutheran Church in Guatemala in the spring of 
2016.  We will join a synod trip that is happening 
at that time and will get a taste of what their 
ministry looks like.  In addition to being at the 
Lutheran Center in Guatemala City, we will  
travel to visit congregations in Maya Itsa and 
Israel. 
 

Since 2005 the Saint Paul Area Synod has been 
in relationship with the Augustinian Lutheran 
Church of Guatemala (or ILAG) and has walked 
alongside them in our ministries together.   
 

Several churches in the SPAS travel there each 
year and it is our privilege to join with them.  If you might be interested in being a part of this trip, please 
talk to Becky Maier or Corinne Colburn - or let the church office know. 

 
 

Gratitude: a feeling or attitude in acknowledgment of a benefit that one has received or will receive. 

Wikipedia   
 

During the weeks of February 7th and 14th we will have “gratitude containers” available for pick up during 
both Sunday and Wednesday services. These containers are a way of purposefully sharing your daily joy 
and gratitude as you drop in extra change throughout the year. Containers will be returned in November. 
 
We appreciate your continued generosity and support with this special mission. In 2015 the donations  
totaled $637.14 and supported the following missions: 

Local: OSLC programs - Thyme for Grace and Graduate Connection 
National: Lutheran Disaster Relief thru WELCA (Women of ELCA) 
International: Refugee Relief in Syria, Hungary, Europe  

 
 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.” 
Psalm 136:1 
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LIFE 
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STRENGTH 

UNCERTAINTY 

WILDERNESS 

LADC Preschool 

 

Summer WOW  

programming will happen at 

Our Savior's and registration  

is currently operating. Sign up 

for a weekly camp or sign up 

for the continuous care that you 

may need.   

  * Register on line at www.ladcfamilies.org 

 

Registration for the 2016/2017 school year is open 

to the public. For a site tour or more information on 

our program, contact Shannon at 651-439-5704 ext. 25 

or by e-mail at shannongoldstein@ladcfamilies.org. 

 

 

 

On the calendar: 
2/10 and 2/11- Valentine's Day par ties 

2/12- Pre-school closed but childcare open 

3/1 and 3/2 Parent/Teacher  Conferences.   

 No pre-k classes but childcare open. 

3/21-3/24 Spring Break-childcare only open 

3/25 Good Friday-LADC closed 

 

 

3/28 Easter Monday-Childcare only day. 

4/7 and 4/8-LADC Circus performances 

4/19-Staff in-service day- Childcare only  
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LADC staff participating in OSLC Harvest Festival 



 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
 1616 West Olive Street 
 Stillwater, MN 55082 

Phone:  651-439-5704 
Fax:  651-351-1463 

Email:   office@oslcstillwater.org 
Web:  www.oslcstillwater.org 

 

Staff                   Phone Ext. 

Pastor Dale Stiles  

Lead Pastor       ext. 14 

dale@oslcstillwater.org  
 
Darla Goble, Early  ext. 32 
Childhood & Family Coordinator 
darla@oslcstillwater.org 
 

Jane Welsh ext. 33 
Elementary &Family Coordinator 
welsh@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Chad Larson  ext. 15 
Youth & Family Director 
chad@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Kathy Newton, Office Admin ext. 10 
info@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Kristi Hanson, Comm. & 
Youth & Family Min. Asst.  ext. 11 
publish@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Alicia Bauer, Accountant ext. 18 
finance@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Becky Hulden, Parish Nurse ext. 24      
becky@oslcstillwater.org 
 
Jon Burke & Gillo Madho 
Maintenance          ext. 20 
 

Shannon Goldstein ext. 25 
LADC Site Director 
shannongoldstein@ladcfamilies.org 
 

Sue Ortman, Kitchen Coordinator 
 

Jane Gay, Worship Coordinator &  
Organist 
worship@oslcstillwater.org 
 

Michael Bloem 
Kingdom Choir/Orchestra  Director 
michael@oslcstillwater.org 
 

Marlene Lentz, Bell Choir Director 
klentzlot@aol.com 
 

 
childcare@oslcstillwater.org  
 

www.oslcstillwater.org/
the_stream.aspx 
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Our next scheduled New Member Reception will be on 
Wednesday, April 6 and Sunday, April 10 during worship  
services. 
 

New Member Orientations 
will be held on Sundays, 
March 20 and April 3, at 
11:45 a.m. in the CLC. 

 
 

 
 

What? We are looking for 

someone who is gifted in  
hospitality to greet people 
and direct them to the  
correct rooms when needed.  

 

When? 3 shifts (can take as 

many as you’d like)  
 Sunday 9:00am-10:30 am 
 Wednesday 5:00-5:30pm  

 & 6:00pm-6:30pm 
 

Where? At the welcome desk 

in the OSLC Gathering Area 
 

Contact Pastor Dale! 

Bulletin Board 

 

 
March 20—Palm Sunday 

8:00 am & 10:30 am  

March 24—Maundy Thursday 

11:30 am & 7:00 pm  

March 25—Good Friday 

7:00 pm  

March 27—Easter  

8:00 am, 9:30 am & 10:30 am  

For a color copy, check out 

our website! 

www.oslcstillwater.org/

the_stream.aspx 

mailto:info@oslcstillwater.org
http://www.oslcstillwater.org/
mailto:steve@oslcstillwater.org
mailto:missy@oslcstillwater.org
mailto:info@oslcstillwater.org
mailto:finance@oslcstillwater.org
mailto:shelly@oslcstillwater.org
mailto:shannongoldstein@ladcfamilies.org
mailto:worship@oslcstillwater.org
mailto:nursery@oslcstillwater.org
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1616 W. Olive St., Stillwater, MN  55082  

Return Service Requested  

The Stream — Spring 2016   

Grounded in faith, Gathered in love, and Sent with a purpose, 
So that others may gain the Kingdom.  Like 

Us! 
Follow 
Us! 

 

Wednesdays 

5:00 PM  Dinner 

5:30 PM 
Contemporary Worship 

6:10 PM  
Faith Formation 

7:00 PM 
Confirmation 

 

Communion 
All Wednesday services 

Gifts of the Dark Wood 

A publication of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Stillwater, Minnesota  |  www. oslcstillwater.org 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays 

8:00 AM  

Traditional Worship 

9:15 AM Faith Formation 

10:30 AM  

Blended Worship 

Communion 
1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 


